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Philippines. Subsequently, until his retire-
ment from active service in 1900, he com-
manded the Department of the East.

Merry del Val, Rafael (1865-1930),
Roman Catholic prelate, was born in London,
the son of an attache of the Spanish embassy
there. His father was descended from an Irish
family named Merry, one of whom emigrated
to Spain early in the i7th century. Pope Leo
xm., in 1892, appointed him Camerieri Se-
greto, a position which required him to live
in the Vatican, and brought him much into
contact with the pontiff. Pius x. appointed
him Pontifical Secretary of State. Merry del
Val represented the Holy See on many pub-
lic occasions, and in 1897 came to America to
investigate the Manitoba school complica-
tions. The solution of that problem was one
which he suggested.

Merry Mount, a settlement founded in
1625, within the limits of what is now Quin-
cy, Mass., by Capt. Wollaston, and domi-
nated after 1626, by Thomas Morton. The
settlers engaged in games and pastimes which
were regarded with stern disapproval by the
Puritans who founded the colonies of Ply-
mouth and Massachusetts Bay, and Morton
and his followers, also in defiance of the
authorities of Massachusetts, furnished rum
and fire-arms to the Indians. Morton re-
turned to Merry Mount (1629) and was
again expelled by the authorities of Massa-
chusetts Bay, in 1630. See two novels by the
historian Motley, Morton's Hope (1839),
and Merry-Mount (1849).

Merseburg, tn., prov. of Saxony, Prussia,
is specially noted for its cathedral (nth cen-
tury) and its 15th-century castle, from 1656
to 1738, the residence of the dukes of Sach-
sen-Merseburg; p. 29,000.

Mersey, English riv., rises in Derbyshire.
Notwithstanding an entrance bar and shoals,
the river ranks next to the Thames in com-
mercial importance. The Manchester Ship
Canal joins it near Irlam.

Mersina, seaport on the s. coast of Asia
Minor. It is surrounded by fine gardens, and
has an open roadstead as harbor; p. 15,000.

Mertensia, a genus of hardy herbaceous
plants. Many are of garden value, and all
are easily grown. The Virginian cowslip bears
terminal racemes of blue, tubular flowers.

Merthyr-Tydfil, market town, Wales. The
sole industries, upon which the whole pop-
ulation is more or less directly dependent,
arise from the numerous collieries and iroii
and steel works in the vicinity; p. 71,000.

Merton College. See Oxford.

Meru, in Hindu mythology, a fabulous
mountain in the center of the world, 80,000
leagues high. It is the most sacred of all
mythical mountains, and the abode of Vish-
nu. There is a mountain of the same name in
the former colony of German East Africa.
Merv, district in the Russian Transcaspian
prov., Central Asia, lying in a depression of
the Murghab valley. The northern part is a
vast sandy plain, while the southern portion
is more elevated and is occupied for the most
part by an oasis. The people are chiefly oc-
cupied with agriculture and dwell in the
oasis. The principal crops are wheat, melons,
watermelons, barley, rice, cotton, sesame, and
millet. The capital of the district is New
Merv. Old Merv is one of the most venerable
of Asiatic cities, being mentioned in the
Zendavesta. The ruins of old Merv are mostly
at Bairam Ali, 18 miles e. of the modern
Russian city.
Meryon, Charles (1821-68), French etch-
er, was born in Paris, the son of an English
physician. One of his most important etch-
ings is a panoramic view of San Francisco,
made to order from small daguerreotypes. His
etchings of the Paris streets are also highly
esteemed; the best known are Abside de
Notre Dame, Rue des Mauvais Gargons, and
Stryge.
Mesa (Spanish, table), a land form pro-
duced in the table-like hill, abundant in the
arid regions of the Western plains in the
United States. By erosion and reduction in
size they become buttes.
Mesabi Range, a low ridge of hills in
Northeastern Minnesota. The district is one
of the most productive of the famous Lake
Superior iron region.
Mesa Verde National Park, a tract of
land in Montezuma co., Colorado, set aside
by Congress in 1906 as a public reservation.
It contains 41,920 acres and its highest point
is Point Lookout (8,700 ft.). Its chief inter-
est lies in the ruins of the cliff dwellers.
Mescal, a Mexican drink prepared from
several species of agave by distillation. It is
a colorless liquor, sometimes with a faint
amber tint, has a fiery taste and contains a
large proportion of alcohol.
Mescaleros, an Apache Indian tribe dwell-
ling formerly in the Southwestern United
States and in Mexico. They number about
450, occupying a reservation in Southern
New Mexico.
Mesdag, Hendrik Willem (1831-1915),
Dutch marine painter. He set himself to in-
terpret an idea of immensity and boundless